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Coach Nicely delivers pep-talk to
the Tornadoes before the game
against Hudson Cobras.
Sports life
Next time a spectacular
play happens, remember
not to give all the credit to
the team.
People Behind
the Scenes
When most people think
of a coach, they think of
a big, brawny man who
spends half of his time yelling
at his players and the other
half drinking beer and watch-
ing television sports. This is
not, by any stretch of the
imagination, a definition of a
high school coach. A high
school coach, as defined by
head football coach John
Nicely, was "A person who is a
teacher as well as an instruc-
tor, and who is interested in
helping a student improve in
all phases of life, both mental-
ly and physically."
One of the many reasons a
person would choose a career
as a coach is the satisfaction
they get in what they do.
Coach Jamey Baby remarked,
"I enjoy watching the kids
grow, and it's a good feeling
when they get a good feeling
out of what I teach them."
Although there are many
more reasons coaches can give
for why they enjoy their jobs
it seems that being a coach
also has its negative side.
This can easily be seen in
Coach Frank Lunn's com-
ment, "A coach is someone
who puts in many hours for
very little money in return."
Although the coaches seem
to enjoy their current jobs, it
seems some of them have big-
ger ambitions. When Coach
Nicely was asked what he
would do if he wasn't a high
school coach, he replied, "I
think I would like to play ei-
ther basketball or baseball
professionally." When Coach
Lunn was asked this same
question his reply was, "If not
coaching, I think I would like
to sit on the beach and soak
up the sun."
It seems many coaches
have had experience playing
high school and college
sports. Coach Nicely played
baseball and football as well
as coaching in Colorado, Ari-
zona, New Mexico and Texas.
Coach Baby played basket-
ball and baseball. He also
coached at Pan Handle State
University, Central State
University and the John Car-
roll University.
Coaches were often re-
ferred to as the people behind
the scene. Although this
phrase has some truth to it,
coaches could often be seen
on the sidelines helping with
plays and trying to boost
team spirit.
Next time a spectacular
play happens, remember not
to give all the credit to the
team. Part of the credit be-
longs to the people behind the
scenes; the coaches. ?
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